2018 Essay Scholarship Contest Rules
Multiple Awards from $750 to $2,000!
NPG, a national membership organization devoted to population issues,
invites students to compete in our annual Essay Scholarship Contest.

With America headed toward a population of approximately 400 million people by 2050 (up
from the present 327 million), such huge numbers will surely intensify many of our country’s
most critical environmental problems. Select ONE environmental issue from below, explain
how it is made worse by population growth, and describe what measures you would
recommend our nation’s leaders take to ensure we protect our fragile environment for
generations to come. Submitted essays will be judged on research of the issues, explanation
of the problems, and originality in recommended protective measures. Submissions must be
between 500 and 750 words.










Air Pollution
Availability of Clean Water
Climate Change
Destruction of Wildlife Habitat
Detrimental Effects of Coal, Oil and Natural Gas Extractions
Loss of American Farmland
Protection of Wetlands
Shrinking of Parks and Green Spaces
Urban Sprawl

The NPG Scholarship Committee will select multiple winning essays. Essays will be judged based on the
quality of writing, originality, relevance to topic, and evidence of critical thinking. All decisions are within the
discretion of NPG Scholarship judges and all decisions are final. All scholarships will be paid directly to the
accredited college or university account of the winning student(s). Official contest information is available on
our website (www.NPG.org).
Official Contest Rules and Eligibility Requirements:
1. Entries must be received by April 20, 2018 through NPG’s official submission webpage - click here
to access page. Those received after the deadline will NOT be accepted. Winners will be
announced online at www.NPG.org by July 10, 2018.
2. To be considered, submission (MS Word Document) must be complete and include the entrant’s name,
address, email, and telephone number.
3. Applicant must be a U.S. Citizen or legal permanent resident.
4. Applicant must be a senior in high school or a college freshman, sophomore, or junior enrolled in an
official undergraduate program of study for the Fall 2018 semester. Applicant must be 14 years old or
older.
(continued on next page)
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Essay Scholarship Contest Rules (cont.)

5. Applicant must be enrolled in or attending an accredited school within the United States, or operated
overseas by the U.S. government, for the Fall 2018 semester.
6. No purchase or contribution is required for entry. Neither membership in nor contributions to NPG will
enhance the chances of winning.
7. Essay must be the original work of applicant. Essays should be between 500 and 750 words, in 12-14
pt. font in a MSWord document or a MS Word compatible file.
8. Applicant must sign and date the Application Form. (A parent or guardian signature is also required for
all applicants under 18.)
9. All submissions are subject to the NPG Privacy Policy (www.NPG.org/npg-contest-privacypolicy.html).
10. Relatives of employees or directors of NPG are not eligible.
11. Not valid where prohibited.
NPG is a national non-profit membership organization headquartered in Alexandria, VA. Since 1972, our
primary purpose has been to educate the American public and elected officials regarding the damaging effects
of overpopulation on our environment, resources, and quality of life.
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ESSAY CONTEST PROJECT RELEASE

NOTE: This document gives NPG complete ownership of all materials submitted by you to the Essay Contest,
and allows NPG to use those materials, any photo or identification of you, and your essay for any purpose
related to the Essay Contest or NPG’s other program activities.
This is a complete release and authorization for use of my product(s) submitted to the Essay Contest
(including my essay and any related materials, name and identification, appearance and any related services).
For good and valuable consideration, including publicity and eligibility for a contest prize, the receipt and
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, I hereby irrevocably grant to Negative Population Growth, Inc.
(“NPG”) all services and appearances rendered by me, and all ideas and materials provided by me, in
connection with the development, production and/or exploitation of print, graphic, audio and/or visual or other
content, projects, productions, campaigns and/or programs relating to the project known as NPG Essay Contest
(“Project”). My product and services are a “work-for-hire.”
I hereby irrevocably give and grant to NPG all rights and proceeds of every kind and character
whatsoever in all media and languages throughout the world, in perpetuity, in and to all work done, and all
appearances of my name, likeness, image, and to all of the results and proceeds of my product, for all
commercial and non-commercial purposes (including, but not limited to, merchandising, advertising, and
promotion purposes) related to the Project. I further irrevocably give and grant to NPG the right to adapt,
change, edit, modify, add to, delete, combine with other materials, record, reproduce, distribute and otherwise
exploit the same by any means now known or hereafter devised. NPG may freely assign or transfer its rights
hereunder, in whole or in part.
I hereby irrevocably agree that I will not assert nor maintain against NPG, its licensees, successors or
assigns, or any persons related to them, any claim, action, suit or demand of any kind or nature, such as invasion
of privacy or of publicity or any other rights (including, without limitation, intellectual property rights),
defamation, libel or slander in connection with the exercise of the rights granted herein. I realize that NPG is
relying upon this Release in the making of the Project and, accordingly, I hereby irrevocably waive any and all
rights to seek or obtain any injunctive or other equitable relief related to the Project.
No compensation for such use will be paid hereunder beyond any contest prize or similar award already
designated.
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Official NPG Contests
Privacy Policy
Entry into any NPG Contest requires disclosure of certain personal information. We do not sell
or trade this information to third parties, except as stated in the policy or as necessary for NPG’s
programs and activities. Participation in any NPG contest is completely voluntary. By entering
any NPG contest, participants consent to disclose all required information and release NPG
from any and all liability from its disclosure.
Information requested may include but is not limited to: contact information (such as name and
mailing address) and demographic information (such as zip code, educational institution, and
age). Contact information will be used to notify winners, award prizes, and for other NPG
program purposes. Certain information (such as name and school) may be used in publicity
about the Contest and NPG.
In addition, NPG may use your information to contact you in the future concerning events or
efforts related to our organization. You may opt out of further contacts from NPG by writing to
us at the address on our website. We may also use your information internally for evaluation
and research, and may report aggregate results (without personally identifiable information) to
others. NPG may also use your information related to future program purposes with other
organizations.
This Privacy Policy may be changed at any time, and will be available on the NPG website. For
more information on our Privacy Policy or about NPG, please visit our website at
www.NPG.org.
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